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Things that inspire me come from a variety of sources.  My friend, Bonnie Mohr,  

lives in Minnesota and dairy farms with her husband and family.  She is also an  

accomplished, well-known agricultural artist.  This summer, Bonnie released a new  

print called òLiving Today.ó  Bonnie says the inspiration for this print comes from her  

belief that life is a series of choices.  Our quality of life depends upon those choices.   

While driving one day, Bonnie passed a gravel road very similar to the one in her  

painting and it became the printõs backdrop.  Bonnie says the road represents today.   
 

Everyday, we have a today ð a chance to make new choices and decisions that will  

impact us forever.  The crossroad represents these choices.  The mailbox is a personalization for us 

individually and symbolizes the people along our path.  The crown-jeweled tree on the left is each one of us 

and how, in Godõs eyes, we are each Godõs jewel, created with purpose and meaning.  The soft rays of light 

coming from the sky are Godõs ever-present subtleness in our lives each and every day.  

At the bottom are these words: 
 

Living Today: Today is a gift.  Embrace it with joy and anticipation é realize 

the possibilities.  It beckons you towards your destination in life.  Be at peace 

ð you are exactly where you are meant to be at this moment.   
 

God has carefully chosen the people, events joys and challenges on your path 

today.  The things you will encounter are stepping stones of what is yet to 

come.  Make the most of today.  Focus on òthe presentó ð you will see and 

appreciate things you might otherwise miss.  Follow your heart ð search to 

find your purpose in life and you will find meaning and happiness.  
 

Use your talents, do your best, contribute.  Make a difference, because you 

can.   Be passionate about your journey ð sing, dance, laugh and love as 

you go.  Give praise and allow time for prayer.  Do not let the fast-forward  

pace of the world deprive you from savoring òthe now.ó  
 

Seek things that fill you with love and bring you joy.  Have faith,  

it fosters hope ð it makes the difference. Believe, with God,  

all things are possible.  Live well ð live today, for it is a gift.  
 

When life is full and busy, it is easy to forget that each day is a present.  

We take for granted each sunrise, a meal with a loved one, a precious 

hug.  May Bonnieõs words inspire you, as they have me, to live today  

just for today.  
 

 

See you in worship ð   

 

 

     

Pastor Dianne 
 

   P.S.  Check out Bonnieõs work at  Midland.  The òLiving Lifeó painting  

  In the Foyer is one of her pieces.  
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Thanks to those serving as Ushers & Hosts 

The October hosts are listed below. If you are unable to 

host your designated weekend, please switch with 

someone or contact Myhia Chapman at 608-712-3402. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Black Earth Mobile Food Pantry & Christian in 

Action Food Pantries 

The Black Earth Mobile Food Pantry has been a great 

success! It has allowed families an additional resource 

for food along with the Christian in Action Food Pantry 

that distributes food the fourth Saturday of the month in 

Mazomanie.  

 

Food distributed at the Black Earth Mobile Food Pantry 

is brought out from Second Harvest in Madison. They 

provide the food. Volunteers help with the monthly 

distribution, which is done in the New Heights Lutheran 

Church parking lot in Black Earth. Helpers are to arrive 

at 3:30 PM. Food distribution is done from 4:30-5:30 

PM. best way to support this food pantry is come and 

assist with distribution. 

 

The Christian in Action Food Pantry is supported via 

monetary and food donations from within the 

community. There is tote in the church narthex where 

food can be left. If you would rather make a monetary 

donation, please forward this to John & Helen Gehn, 

7470 Old Sauk Rd, Madison WI, 53717. 

Thanks for all the donations made to the Food Pantry 

during the Food Fight this summer!  

 

Start Putting Together 

the Christmas Shoe 

Boxes! 

Itôs just a shoe box. But its 

contents can dramatically 

change a personôs life.  

This fall, you and your 

family have the opportunity 

to help a child somewhere 

in this world whom struggles everyday. Maybe he or she 

donôt have enough food, clean water or live in an unsafe 

zone. Maybe he or she does not have access to 

education, live in an orphanage or are responsible for 

younger siblings. You can bring some joy and happiness 

to his or her life by packing a shoebox with fun and safe 

items.  

What should you put in the shoe box? Small toys, such 

as cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, yo-yos, jump ropes 

and the like. Kids love school supplies, like pens, pencils 

and sharpeners, crayons or markers, paper, coloring and 

picture books. Simple hygiene items like a toothbrush 

and toothpaste, bar soap and a washcloth and a comb are 

valued. Special treats like individually wrapped hard 

candy, gum, t-shirts, socks, sunglasses, hair clips are 

extra special. Please do not wrap your box closed, as it is 

necessary for customs to be able to see inside the box.  

If you need a shoe box, please take one from church. All 

shoe boxes need to be returned by Sun., Nov. 21. This 

will allow for the shoe boxes to be distributed in various 

countries around the world throughout December.  

This is a great family Christmas project. Work together 

to put together a box of items young family members 

would enjoy. On the top of the box, please tape a label 

indicating the sex and age the box is appropriate for. We 

appreciate your donations for this great mission project!  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fellowship Volunteers Needed!  
 
The Worship Team encourages people to 
sign -up for Fellowship on Sunday 
mornings. Weõve been short of volunteers! 
Please know the treats can be VERY 
simple. A couple of people/families can 
work together and ease the load. The  
sign -up sheet is on the kitchen counter. 
Any questions, please contact Tina 
Williams at 795 -4645.  

2 Mike & Elizabeth Guyer Family 

9 Melissa Meinholz & Marilyn DeWitt 

16 Tim & Denise Duhr 

23 John & Helen Gehn 

30 Ryan & Lori Lawton 
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THE FALL CARNIVAL WAS A  

HUGE SUCCESS! 

 

 

Thank You é  

All the folks who helped with the 
Fall Carnival!  Over 90 people  
enjoyed games, bingo, a cake 

walk, food, the duck pond and the 
bouncy house.  A special thank you 

to Greg & Laurie Wilkinson for  
coordinating the picnic food.  We 
had so many great cakes for the 

cake walk; thanks to everyone who  
provided them!  



 

Hello from Eunice and  

welcome to my column.  
 

I'll be writing now and 

then about things I see 

going on at the Market-

place.    
 

The other day as I was  

sitting outside my Oil  

Emporium and I saw a 

mother walking very 

briskly with her small 

child.    
 

Her son kept asking her to 

stop, apparently he had 

found a bug and he wanted 

her to look at it.   
  

She said she couldn't, she 

had to get to Bathsheeba's 

Bead Bazaar before it 

closed, her necklace had 

broken and she wanted it 

fixed.   
 

That got me to musing ð 

I remember when my son Sam 

was that little and  

everything in nature was a 

delight to discover.   

  

I can't count the number 

of bugs and small lizards 

and goodness knows what 

else he had me look at.  
 

One afternoon we spent 

quite awhile just watching 

ants working on their 

home.   
 

Was it really so important 

to get that necklace 

fixed?    
 

Couldn't this mother have 

taken 10 minutes to look 

at that bug?   If she would 

have she would have had 

the joy of being let 

into her son's world.  

  

Whether Jesus was 

preaching or healing I 

know that  if a small 

child interrupted our 

Lord to show him a bug 

he would have taken the 

time to see the world 

through a child's eyes.   
  

These young days go by 

in a twinkling and  

nothing should be more 

important than when a 

child says, "Momma come 

here, look what I've 

found" the mother's  

reply is , "I'm coming".   
 

Well those are my  

musings from the  

Marketplace and when you 

are here don't forget to 

give me a yoo - hoo!  
 

Musings from the Marketplace  
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Euniceõs Oil  

Emporium was very 

popular during  

Vacation Bible 

School 
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ñWhether 

Jesus was  

preaching or 

healing I 

know that  if 

a small 

child 

interrupted 

our Lord to 

show him a 

bug he would 

have taken 

the time to 

see the 

world 

through a 

child's 

eyes.ò  

Eunice at her window keeping an 

eye on what is happening in the 

neighborhood.  



All congregations are invited to a statewide celebration of the mission ministries and outreach activities within 
the Wisconsin Conference and beyond.  This will be a statewide celebration of the Wisconsin Conference 
¦a/Ωǎ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  The celebration will take place on Wednesday, October 
26th at Madison Asbury UMC, 6101 University Avenue, Madison.   
 

Thomas Kemper, the General Secretary of the General Board of Global Ministries, will be the keynote speaker.  
In addition, each of our ministries and agencies will be there to answer any questions and explain how you can 
become involved.  See firsthand how your apportionment giving is working to support these worthy causes. To 
make reservations, contact your local District Superintendent office.  For more information, contact Deborah 
Thompson at  888-240-7328. 
 

Registration starts at 5:30 p.m., with a light supper at 6:00 p.m.  Freewill offering for the meal.  Contact the 
Capital Coulee Regional Office at 608-837-0056 or email smalone@wisconsinumc.org to make your reserva-
tion. 

 

Midland UMC Missions are successful  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ CƻƻŘ CƛƎƘǘΗ   ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴ ȅŜǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŜΦ   Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ  !ƴŘΣ ŀǎ  
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜπ
cause of the great food drive that was done at Vacation Bible School.  Thank you all for participating.   
 

School supplies were divided and half were provided to Wisconsin Heights School and half to Arena Elementary  
School.  Approximate numbers were 7 backpacks, 40 folders, 40 notebooks, loads of pencils, colored pencils 
and pencil packs.  We had a little of everything and both schools were very appreciative.  One school had a 
bunch of pencils donated prior to ours and said they were almost gone!  We took ours in 2 days after school 
started.  Lets pray for our economy extra hard when people have a hard time providing pencils for their  
children for school.   
 

Missions are thinking of our next project.  Will we do a Big Gift again?  What group will we work for this year?  
If anyone has any ideas, please write on a piece of paper and put in the offering plate.  We do know we will be 
participating in the shoe boxes for children again this year.  Information will be provided later. 
It is such a pleasure for us to work with such a giving church family.  Thank you to everyone! 

Harvest Bazaar ~ Concordia UMC, Prairie du Sac  

Concordia United Methodist Church Harvest Bazaar will be 

held on November 5th from 9 am. to 3 p.m. at 585 Fifth Street, 

Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin.  

Baked goods, woodcrafts, jams, jellies, seasonal crafts and 

much more will be available.  A silent auction will be held for a 

locally made quilt. Sale proceeds will go to Sauk Prairie 

Schools Children in Needs program and Red Bird Mission.   

A non-perishable donation for the local Food Pantry would be 

appreciated.  For more information, contact Church Secretary 

Theresa at 643-6356 or Mary Peetz at 643-6720. 
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UMC Wisconsin Mission Celebration  
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Youth Group Corner  
 

 

 

GOALS for YOUTH GROUP 

1. Students will grow in personal faith and develop a deep relationship with Jesus Christ.   

2.  Students will learn to  witness God with their daily life. Meaning: they see how God is active in 

their life and how faith impacts the choices they make.  

3. Students will learn to serve God by loving our neighbors and develop relationships to form a 

support  network for them in difficult times and a safe place for them to be honest about their faith 

struggles.  

DID YOU KNOW that parents have had the most impact on their children's beliefs and values more 

than any other factor/source (even more than a child's peer group)?  Parents have the greatest 

impact - more than the Sunday School teachers, confirmation teachers/mentors and pastors.  We 

welcome and encourage parents to join us or stop by.  Also a big THANK YOU for your commitment 

in your childõs faith journey. 

 

We welcome Glen and his daughter Nicole in teaching the 8th - Senor high students.  We also 

welcome Sara and Liz in teaching the 6th - 7th graders.  Thank you for stepping in while Eleanor and 

Myhia continue to be on maternity leave.  If you have any questions or need assistance with 

transportation, please contact Myhia at  608.712.3402. 

 

God Bless! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please Pray for those in Midland UMCôs Confirmation Group!  
Pastor Dianne is excited to be working with five great teens this school year through the Confirmation  
Group.  Teens participating are: Cole Eastlick, Kelsie Henderson, Kirstin Kravik, Brenna Ledsema and      
Brianna Yanske.  

 

Throughout Confirmation, the teens will be exploring and learning about the Christian faith.  They will 
also be interacting with mentors and other adult members of Midland.  The Mentors meet with the teens 
and discuss religion and faith experiences.  Please pray for the teens, the mentors and Pastor Dianne as 
they explore faith this year!  

 

Greetings Parents and Youth Group!  

We are ready for another FUN  year and hope you are too! We believe that Youth Group can be a 

fun time for young people to explore and develop their faith - to gain a better understanding of 

who God is and what God has done for them.  This year we hope to create many memorable faith 

moments for parents and students alike.  It's important to us that you all know WHY we are  

committed to our youth and understand our goals . 

tel:608.712.3402
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Midland United Methodist Church  

Cross Roads Youth Group  

6th -  7th Grade and 8th -  Senior High  

 

 

Registration and Permission Slip for 2011 - 2012 School Year  

 

 

Student's Name ________________________________Birth Date ________Grade ____  

 

Mailing Address _______________________________City ______________Zip ______  

 

Student's cell & email _____________________________________________________  

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________  

 

Parent/Guardian Phone __________________________  

 

Parent/Guardian Email __________________________  

 

 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY contact:  

If the person above cannot be reached, please call:  

 

Name ____________________________________ Phone __________________  

 

Relationship to youth ___________________ Cell ___________________  

 

 

 

As a parent/guardian, I give my permission for my child to participate in 

church events and authorize any medical treatment that may be necessary under 

the circumstances that I cannot be reached. I release Midland United 

Methodist Church of any liability.  

 

I/We realize that while participating in church events, alcohol, use of 

tobacco products, and inappropriate behavior are not allowed. If violated, 

the youth will call his/her parents (or guardian) and the parents (or 

guardian) will come to the activity to take the youth home.  

 

 

Signature of Youth _________________________________________  

 

Date ___________________  

 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian ________________________________  

 

Date __________________  
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October Worship Schedule 

October Worship Focus on  

Marginless Living: Restoring Our Overloaded Lives 

 

It seems that people and families are increasingly stretched, 

challenged and overwhelmed. We find little down time in our lives 

and become burned-out and overloaded too often.  
 

People and families lack margin. Margin is space in our lives that 

allows us to breath, regroup and refresh ourselves. Too often, we run 

from one activity to the next, grabbing meals on the run and letting 

relationships slide.  
 

Marginless living is not having time to finish the book youõre  

reading on stress. Margin is having the time to read it twice. This October, weõll continue our study 

on how God intends for us to live with margin. There isnõt an easy cure é and some of us may not 

want the cure é but weõll explore how we can allow for more breathing space in our lives.  

 

Sun., Oct. 2 Marginless Living: Time & Finances 

 Scripture: Psalm 90 

 World-Wide Communion Sunday 

 

Sun., Oct. 9 Marginless Living: Healthy Contentment & Simplicity  

 Scripture: Micah 6:6-8  

 

Sun., Oct. 16 Marginless Living: Balance & Rest 

 Scripture: Mark 12:29-31 

 

Sun., Oct. 23 Guest Speaker Rev. Dick Jones  

 Stewardship theme  

 

Sun., Oct. 30       Letters to God 

       Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31Inspired by the book and movie, òLetters to God,ó be                

      inspired by Tyler, a young boy with cancer who begins a letter-writing conversation that 

      explores much of life. Through Tylerõs letters, he gives us insights into faith, grace and 

      hope in the face of unspeakable sorrow. Inspired by a true story, we will explore the 

      concepts of this book and how we can write letters to God. 
  

WATCH THE MOVIE! On Sun., Oct. 30 at 3 PM, everyone is invited to watch òLetters from Godó in the 

sanctuary. Weõll enjoy popcorn, a movie and be inspired!   


