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I recently ran across this article written by another pastor. Jay Cutler  

is the quarterback for the Chicago Bears. In the Championship game  

against the Green Bay Packers, he was injured and didn’t play the  

second half of the game. Jay took quite a bit of heat for staying on  

the sidelines and watching his team get beat. A few days later, I  

happened upon this article: 

Hey Jay. Not sure if you remember me. We met a couple of years ago when I did 
the wedding of one of your best friends. You were the best man and I was the  
pastor so we had some good hang time. Watching the NFL draft with you will be a 
memory I’ll never forget. You were kind, genuine, crazy smart and left one heck of 
an impression. 

My heart ached for you last Sunday during your disappointing loss and then the 
subsequent criticism that followed. I knew you were in real trouble when I saw  
images on the news of them burning your jersey. I’ve had some bad days at work, 
some nasty things said about me, but they’ve never burned my books or message 
outlines out in the church parking lot. At least not yet. I know that had to be a 
tough one.  

So what happened, man? Can I give you my two cents? 

It appeared that you gave up when your team needed you the most. No, I get it. 
Know the medical staff told you that you didn’t need to go back out on the field. I 
don’t blame you for that.  

But you gave up when your team needed you the most. You were disappointed,  
discouraged and heartbroken. So, you walked over, sat on the bench and sulked for 
the rest of the game. All you could think about was your little  world. You equated 
not being able to play with  not being able to lead. 

I know what that’s like. When I’ve been criticized.  
When I’m super tired. When I feel the momentum drop  
like a heavy rock. When I deliver a bad message or make  
a horrible decision. I want to run away. I want to lock  
myself in my office. I want to mope around and cry  
“woe is me.” I want to make it all about me and MY crisis. 
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But I can’t give up on my team. Why? Because leaders lead. Leaders circle up their 
teams in crisis and inspire them to greatness. They cheer from the sidelines if, for 
some reason, life has taken them out of the game.  

Jay, I bet you feel your world is caving in and everyone is given up on you right now. 
I don’t want to heap on more and more criticism bro. I want to encourage you. I want 
to speak a little truth in your life because you’re going to get another chance. Get 
some rest in the off-season. And next year, regardless of what happens on the field 
of play, let. It’s what leaders do. 

PS – This letter has nothing to do with Jay Cutler. It’s a letter to me. It’s a letter 
to you. It’s a letter to all of us who lead and daily face the battle to want to give up. 
Take Jay’s name out of this and put yours in. 

Whew. There is more truth in the article than most of us would care to admit. When I put 

my name in place of Jay’s, everything becomes very true for me. That’s not easy to admit. 

There was one leader who never stopped leading. There was one person who never gave up. 

There was one person who kept cheering all the way to the cross. That person? Jesus 

Christ. It’s not always easy to understand what Jesus did or why he did certain things.  

I’m convinced that Jesus never gives up on his team, which I pray includes you and me.  

The question becomes whether we give up on Jesus and each other.  

Lent begins Wednesday, March 9 with Ash Wednesday. This Lenten season, we’re going to 

explore what our leader, Jesus Christ, endured the last 24 hours of his life. We don’t know 

all the exact details but we’ll try to gain a better understanding of what he endured. This 

series of Sunday worship services and Wednesday night studies can have a significant  

impact on your life. But you’ve got to show up. You’ve got to be willing to not sit on the 

sidelines and watch. Otherwise, we forget what team we’re really on.  

 

See you in worship! 

 

Pastor Dianne 
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Midland UMC T-Shirts for Sale 

Show how much you enjoy Midland UMC by  
sporting Midland UMC t-shirts! They come in adult 
and youth sizes. Some have a screen printed logo 
and some have the logo embroidered on the front. 
Adults are $20 and youth are $15. Please see Sarah 

Danz or Pastor  Dianne for them.  

 

Financial Contributions 

Rhonda Loger is serving as Midland UMC’s  
Financial Secretary this year. If you prefer to mail 
your financial contribution, please send it to the 
church’s address, attention Rhonda Loger.  
Interested in having money automatically taken out 
of your account and deposited into Midland UMC’s 
account through an Electronic Funds Transfer? 
Please contact Rhonda or the church office for more 

information. 

 

United Methodist Camps are Great!  

The Wisconsin United Methodist Church has two 
great camp locations and offers fantastic camping 
opportunities! Last summer, several kids and  
families from Midland UMC participated in a camp. 

They last from a few days to an entire week. 

Camping information is available on the large  
bulletin boards going into the Fellowship Room. 
For kids: the United Methodist Women provide 
scholarships to help offset some of the cost of camp. 
For more information on the scholarships, please 

contact Janet Sylvester at (608) 798-4542. 

 

Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Suppers 

During Lent, we will share a simple supper of soup, 
bread and a light dessert, followed by a study on 
“24 Hours that Changed the World.” We ask that 
folks help provide the food for these suppers. If you 
are willing to help provide food, please contact 

Mindy Roth at (608) 767-2726   

 

 

Enjoy Music? Would you love to add to services 

during Lent and/or Holy Week?  

Music can add a wonderful aspect to worship  
services. If you enjoy sharing music, then we’d love 

to have you! 

The Choir will be preparing a few special numbers 
for Holy Week and Easter Sunday. We meet on 
Tuesday evenings at 7 pm. Beginning Tuesday, 
March 22, we’ll be meeting on Tuesdays through 

Easter. Come and join us! 

If you are interested in helping provide special  
music, please contact Mindy Roth at 
(608) 767-2726 or Pastor Dianne. Whether you have 
an idea for music or not, we’d love to add your  

musical gifts to the worship services.  

 

Upcoming March Hosts 

Thank you for being willing to help greet and  
welcome people to Midland at worship time. If you 
are not able to serve the weekend which you are 
designated, please switch with someone or contact 

Myhia Chapman at (608) 712-3402. 

 

It’s a Game Night! 

Tired of winter? Ready for some fun action?  
Bring your favorite board game and come to  
Midland UMC! On Friday, March 25th, the  
Worship Team is hosting a game night from  
6-8 pm. In addition to your favorite games, we’ll 
have a couple large-group games for everyone! 
We’ll have pizza and soda; adults are $3 and kids 
are $2. This is for everyone.  Games of all ages/
levels/skill are accepted. And most importantly,  

invite another family to come and join us! 

6 Nelson Family (Jared, Liz & Girls) 

13 Kravik Family (Kris, Kerry & Girls) 

20 Self Family (Fred-Allen, Jenny & Girls) 

27 Ludtke Family (Sara & Kids) 
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Midland United Methodist Women  

The Midland United Methodist Women will be 
meeting on Thursday evening, March 17th at 7:00 at 
the church.  Our program for the evening will be 
“Prayer and Self Denial”.   Every lady in our  
congregation is invited to attend.  This is a time 
when we take an offering for a special project  
chosen by United Methodist Women.  The program 
is always interesting and informative.  Of course 
there is always a time for conversation and  
refreshments.  It is a good time to get acquainted 

and make new friends.     

Our local United Methodist Women would like to 
support any group of women who would like to 
gather for a common purpose.   We would  
appreciate any input from anyone who would be 
interested in forming a group of some kind.   Would 
there be a group who might like to have a regular 
reading circle?  Would there be a group who would 
like to meet and work on crafts, needlework, or  
mission projects (there are always many of those).   
Perhaps there is a special speaker or motivator 
someone would be interested in hearing.  Maybe 
someone has a new and fresh idea that no one has 
ever come up with before.  Perhaps someone would 
prefer to meet in the morning or afternoon, maybe 
there are some ladies who would like to meet on 
weekends.   I would invite anyone who has an idea 
to put it on a piece of paper directed to U.M.W. and 

place it in the offering plate on Sunday.    

Remember the invitation is always there for you to 

join us. 

Upcoming Meetings 

All meetings are at 7:00 at church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Candlelight Aucton  

Will be held Thursday, April 7 in the Church  
Fellowship Hall.  The bidding will begin at 6:30 
p.m.  All are encouraged and welcome to attend and 
purchase small appliances, collectibles, gifts, baked 
goods and many other treasures that you may need 

or want. 

Door prizes will be given out throughout the auction 
and coffee and cookies will be served at the  
conclusion of the bidding at no charge.  All are  
welcome and are encouraged to attend for an  

evening of finding treasures and fun for all. 

 

Adult Sunday School 

The Adult Sunday School Class begins a new unit 
Sunday, March 6th at 8:15am.  The theme will be  
"We Worship God" and the scriptures are taken 
from the Epistles, the Gospels and the four Sundays 
in May will be spent studying parts of Revelation.  
If you are interested in this study or have questions, 
please contact Gloria Sears at church or at  

(608) 795-2616. 

 

Crossroads Update 

March 4th we’ll be heading to the Dells for some 
fun. Meet at Fred-Allen’s place in Mazomanie at 
4:00pm. Bring $20. Any questions, call Fred-Allen 

at (870) 718-7795 

March 6th we are having our Chili Cook-Off from 
11am- 1pm, any questions, call Myhia at  

(608) 712-3402. 

 We’ve has some wonderful conversations about the 
‘Fruit of the Spirit!’ We just also want to thank the 
Parents and Grandparents providing rides to and 
from church for our youth. We really appreciate the 
time and effort you make for the Youth.  You are 
very much appreciated and in our prayers – 

THANK YOU!   

 

 

March  17th    

April 14th 

May 19th 

June 16th 

August-no meeting 

September 15th 

October 20th 

November 17th 
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Lent 2011: 24 Hours that Changed the World  

No single event in human history has received more attention than the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus 
of Nazareth. This Lent, we will have a series of messages and studies that will guide us through the last 24 
hours of Jesus’ life. Each service is designed to help you experience and understand the significance of 
Jesus’ suffering and death in a way you have never experienced before. We will look at the geographical 
and historical setting of the events on that fateful day and see video footage on locations in Israel where 
these events unfold. Whether you are a long-time Christian or simply curious about the story of Christ’s 
crucifixion, you are invited to join us for this power series as we retrace: 24 Hours That Changed the 

World. This will be a great series to invite someone wanted to understand these events!  

 

In addition to Sunday worship, we will have a Wednesday Night Soup & Study during Lent.  
On Wednesday nights, we will dig deeper into the topic from Sunday. Yes, you can attend a Wednesday 
night soup and study without attending Sunday worship. Together, worship and Wednesday night study 

will truly help you understand these events in a new way.  

 

March 13   “24 Hours That Changed the World: The Last Supper”   

  Scripture: Luke 22:14-20 

March 16 Scripture: Mark 14:12-26  

March 20 “24 Hours That Changed the World: The Last Supper”  

  Scripture: Matthew 26:36-39, John 18:1 

March 23  Scripture: Mark 14:32-52, Psalm 118:5-6, 13-14, 17 

March 27 “24 Hours That Changed the World: The Last Supper”  

  Scripture: Mark 14:53-64 

March 30 Scripture: Mark 14:53-72, Psalm 88:1-4 

April 3  “24 Hours That Changed the World: The Last Supper”  

  Scripture: Matthew 27:24-26 

April 6  Scripture: Mark 15:1-15, Isaiah 53:4-7 

April 10 “24 Hours That Changed the World: The Torture & Humiliation of the King”  

  Scripture: Mark 15:15b-20 

April 13 Scripture: Mark 15:15b-23  

April 17 “24 Hours That Changed the World: Crucified”  

  Scripture: Mark 15:25-39 

April 22 Scripture: John 19:27, Luke 23;34, Luke 23:43, Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34, (Psalm 22:1), 

  John 19:28, Luke 23:46, John 19:30  

April 24 “24 Hours That Changed the World: Christ the Victor!”  

  Scripture: Mark 16:1-6 
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Next Book Study: “Who Stole My Church?” 

Has your Church been Hijacked? Millions of people in their 
fifties, sixties, and seventies feel their churches have been 
hijacked by church-growth movements characterized by loud 
praise bands, constant PowerPoint presentations, and  
cavernous churches devoid of any personal touch. They are 
bewildered by the changes, and are dropping out after thirty, 

forty, or fifty years in a congregation. It's a crisis! 

In this fictional story, pastor and author Gordon MacDonald 
uses topical examples and all-too-familiar characters to  
reassure readers that it is possible to embrace change, and to 
demonstrate how that change can actually be a positive  
influence in their church. The church, he says, has always 
been in a state of change; it has been changing for the last 

two thousand years. It is time to embrace that change and use it to further the Kingdom of God. 

Pastor Dianne will be offering this as a book study on Thursday, March 24 at 3 pm and 6:30 pm. If you’d 
like a copy of the book for $11, please let Pastor Dianne know by March 13. This book is also available 
from the library.  This book, while fictional, addresses how the church should look at its future. This is a 
great book for a wide variety of people to read, which will allow for a greater range of discussion!  
Whether you have participated in a book study previously or not, this would be a great book in which to 

begin!  

 

Special Dates Relating To Holy Week/Easter: 

April 17    Palm Sunday 

April 17    Midland UMC’s Easter Egg-stravaganza!  

This is our community Easter Egg Hunt that runs from 3-5 pm. A great event, please help  
invite kids to this fun Easter activity! If you are interested in helping with the Egg-stravaganza, 

please contact Cal Schlick at (608) 767-3613. 

April 21    Maundy Thursday Worship 6pm—Partial seder meal and drama before 

April 22    Good Friday Worship 3pm 

April 24    Easter Sunday! Midland UMC will be hosting the community-wide Sunrise Service at 7 am.    

      We will have our Easter Celebration at 9:30 am.  

Upcoming Worship  

March 6    “Do We Need Jesus?”  

As a follow-up to the February 20th message on “Do We Need Religion?” this sermon exam-
ines why we need Jesus. This will be a great launching point for the next sermon series during 

Lent 2011. 

March 9    Ash Wednesday Worship – 6:30 PM 

Begin Lent with this special day, set aside to help us begin the preparation for Easter. We will 

celebrate this evening with the imposition of the ashes and communion.  
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LEVEL OF SPICE: 

CrossRoads Youth Group First 

Ever Chili Cookoff Entry Form 

Name Your Chili! 

The name should in some way describe the chili.   

Please do not use your own name in the chili name. 

Name of Chili: 

______________________________________ 

*Please turn in this slip to Myhia, Eleanor, or 

Fred-Allen along with the $5 entry fee.   

If you have any questions please call Fred-

Allen at 870-267-3730. 

mild spicy 
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