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Your Spiritual Growth Plan 

People come in and out of the church on a regular basis. Someone who hasn’t been to church  
in years – is afraid the roof might fall in if they do attend –has a desire to discover God. This  
happened to Ross. He’d been a local bar owner for years and now worked in construction.  
He felt something missing from his life and one day showed up at a church where I was serving. I didn’t know 
him or his background. Others did and were surprised. He told me that he had seen a lot of life, chased a lot of 
things and still felt empty. It was time for him to get his life right with God. 
 

Another situation also happens. Someone who has gone to church suddenly stops attending. Usually this person 
still believes in God. Maybe something happened within the local church that he or she didn’t agree with. Or 
they are no longer feeling fed or appreciated. And so, they decide to do “church” on their own.  
 

This dynamic exists is most churches. When people are new to the church, they are often growing spiritually the 
most. People who have been around for awhile often feel the least helped and the most used.  
 

Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, at some point we need to assess where we are spiritually. Are we 
growing in faith? Are you at a plateau? Have you become disenfranchised with church?  
 

Many people think spiritual growth means trying hard to follow the rules of the bible. This also means many 
people don’t grow spiritually because they feel the lack of motivation to follow the “rules.”  
 

Ephesians 4:11-15 gives a great description of how Paul envisioned local faith communities: So Christ himself 
gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer 
be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all 
things grow up into him who is the head, that is, Christ. 
 

Through God’s power, I believe people’s lives can be changed. I believe this because I’ve seen it happen. Jesus 
promised that he had the ability to transform people’s lives. He invites those who are thirsty to come to him and 
drink. We can be transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit. Life is not something we produce. It exists 
independently of our doings because of the Spirit of God.  
 

Many people feel challenged because of the gap between the person you are  
and the person God wants you to become. People think they can bridge the gap  
by trying harder. This often leads to a cycle. Maybe you’re familiar with it: I feel  
guilty, I try harder to do a devotional practice. But I get tired, or busy or fatigued  
and eventually, I quit. After awhile, I feel guilty about quitting and the whole  
cycle starts again. 
 
 

       Continued on Page 2 
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Growth, Continued 

We teach that people are saved by grace. What we 
don’t teach enough is how to live by grace. Self-
improvement doesn’t really work because this leads to a 
path of self-salvation. What we should desire is to live 
by God’s grace: daily being guided, given, guarded and 
energized by God’s grace. When we live this way, we 
see the only way we can become the person God made 
you to be is to live with God’s Spirit flowing through you 
like a river of living water.  
 

Sounds great. How do we practically do this? Living in 
the Spirit’s flow means doing what Jesus says. Yep, we’ll 
mess up a lot. We’ll need the Spirit’s power. We need 
good intention. We say to God, “God, with your help, as 
best as I can, I will do what you say. I will give you my 
life, my time, my obedience.”  
 

As Christians, I believe God’s message for us is not 
simply how to get to heaven when you die. Nor is it 
about being a better parent or more successful in your 
work. The right message is for each of us to grow in 
desire to follow God’s Spirit each day of our life.  
 

This is a good message for us to hear, embody and be 
intentional about seeking and doing at the beginning of 
a new year. I encourage each one of us to take some 
time the first few days of January and think about how 
our spiritual growth plan. What are a couple things you 
intend to do this year to help you live in God’s grace? 
Can you take the words above and say them daily to 
God? I pray that all of us with desire to lives the words 
found in Ephesians and together as a faith community 
desire deeply to be guided personally and as a faith 
community by the power of God’s Spirit.  

 

   See you in worship – 

 

 

    

     

 

 

  Pastor Dianne 

 

 

 

Ushers vs. Hosts? What is the 

difference? 
As people arrive at Midland UMC on Sunday mornings, 

it is our goal to welcome folks and help them feel very 

comfortable.  A huge part of this is how people are 

received as they enter the door.  To help us become 

even more welcoming, we are using hosts and ushers.  

So what is the difference between the ushers and the 

hosts?  

Hosts open the outside door and greet people 

when they are first entering. Ushers stand by the 

doors going into the sanctuary and greet people 

there, as well as give people the bulletin. 

Hosts pay special attention to visitors, making 

sure to invite them to fellowship, showing them 

the bathroom or helping people find the nursery.  

After worship, they seek out visitors and once 

again invite them to fellowship. 

Hosts wear a nametag. 

Hosts make sure the visitors get a cookie jar and a 

new church brochure at the end of worship and 

invite the visitors back to fellowship and to 

worship again. 

At the beginning of worship, hosts make sure the 

pew pads get circulated throughout the 

congregation. 

Ushers help collect the offering.   

Ushers light the candles in the front of church. 
 

It is our goal to have the two positions complement 

each other.  This will allow people to have two good 

contacts with someone before they sit down, which is 

important.  We ask that both roles be fulfilled with a 

smile, a strong greeting and enthusiasm! 
 

Here are our worship servants for January: 
 

 Ushers   Host 

Jan. 1        Ryan & Lori Lawton  Gloria Sears  

Jan. 8        Dan Winch & Terre Carlson Glen Henderson  

Jan. 15      Matt & Mindy Roth  Donna Fulton  

Jan. 22      Glen & Linda Henderson Tim Eastlick 

Jan. 29      Kerry & Kris Kravik  Cheryl Schmidt 

If you are unable to serve the Sunday you are 

scheduled, please switch with someone else.  Thanks 

for your service!  For more clarification about the roles 

of a host versus the role of the usher, please contact 

Gloria Sears (hosts) or Myhia Chapman (ushers). 
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Thank You! 
So many people have helped and served in a variety of ways at Midland UMC these last few weeks. As 
I (Pastor Dianne) put together this list, I’m amazed and grateful for the many, many volunteers we have 
at Midland. A big shout-out to all who have: 

Helped with the Live Nativity. Whether you made chili, donated cookies or money, was in the cast 
and crew, helped in the kitchen, drove the bus or helped get the animals, we appreciate your part. It 
was a great evening and largely so because so many people were involved!  

The Silent Auction at the Live Nativity was a HUGE success! It raised over $1,300! Thanks to the 
folks who donated items, those who bid and those who won a big! All the proceeds are part of 
Midland UMC’s Big Give which is going to the American Family Children’s Hospital this year.  

At the time the newsletter was put together, we are very near our $2,000 Big Give goal. Thanks to 
those who purchased Christmas cards, rugs or simply made a donation. This is one of Midland 
UMC’s Christmas gifts to the community and made possible because of all of your efforts. 

Helped decorate the church for Advent and Christmas. The church as looked beautiful! 

The Candlelight Circle for a great Chicken ‘n Biscuit Dinner on the first Sunday of Advent. What a 
great meal! 

The many folks who have been involved in worship during Advent and Christmas. So many people 
have read or been involved in worship through music. Each time you serve in this way, it is a huge 
witness to the many talented people who are a part of Midland. Thanks for sharing your gifts and 
allowing us to have creative, different and meaningful worship.  

To the Sunday School Superintendents and their helpers and teachers who put together a fantastic 
Kid’s Christmas Program! It was a wonderful display of the Christmas story that brought laughter 
and joy to worship.  
For the gifts that were donated for the Wisconsin Heights Giving Tree. While it was rather short 
notice, we had a nice group of items donated. Thanks for supporting the families in our area who 
might not otherwise had presents this Christmas.  

Several families have given extra financial gifts to Midland in December. Thank you for your 
generosity. This allows Midland to keep providing meaningful and important ministry to our faith 
community and our area.  

There are folks who do things every month that might go unnoticed. Examples are: the folks who 
collate the newsletter, the people who serve communion, those running the PowerPoint projection 
during worship, our ushers and hosts, those who help keep the kitchen and the rest of the building 
tidy, those who help with office work. It takes many, many hands at Midland UMC that allows us to 
grow, witness and serve. Thanks so much for your part!  

 

 
 



 

Hello from the Marketplace!  

 

Yoo hoo and hello from the marketplace. I'm afraid that 

after reading the last column you may have been 

confused because some of the story got left out.  So let 

me make things a bit clearer.  The events that had me 

in such a tizzy had to do with my poor donkey Delilah 

having a sore above one of her hooves and then one of 

the wheels on my cart was very wobbly and I needed to 

get to the village of Nain to pick up some more pots for my shop. I knew I 

couldn't count on either Delilah or my cart to make the trip. On top of that I 

noticed that I had lost the stone out of the ring Samuel had brought back 

from Damascus.  I looked and looked for it but I knew it was gone.  And all 

of that is what I was telling Dianne while she was busy spinning.  Now that 

you have the rest of the story I hope it has made more sense.  

 

The rest of the story......hmmm, that has me musing.  How many times have I 

not waited to get the whole story before I start thinking that I know the 

whole story.  I'm off to lend help where it isn't needed or I'm so sure I know 

what's going on that I start telling others things that are absolutely not true. 

 

Take last week as an example.  I was supposed to pick up some rock salt for 

my scrubs at Rachel's Rockin' Rock Shop. I went over and no one was there. I 

knocked, looked in her windows and went around back but no Rachel. Just 

then Bathsheba came by and told me she saw Rachel leaving town in the 

middle of the night. "Why the middle of the night?" I asked. The only people 

who leave town like that have something to hide. What could Rachel be 

hiding? Bathsheba told me that Rachel had been acting distracted and kind 

of nervous lately. I told all this to Caleb and Farmer Phillip, I was convinced 

she was up to no good.  

 

Then three days later Rachel returned, it seems that her mother was very ill 

and her sister came in the middle of the night to get her. Thank goodness 

she is much better now and the rest of the story is nothing like I thought it 

was.  With a new year approaching I, Eunice, resolve to wait until I'm sure I 

have all the facts before passing a story along and to ask God to remind me 

of that everyday or every minute if necessary!  
 

A very Happy New Year to all you wonderful people of Nazareth, and don't forget to 

yoo-hoo.  

        

 

       Eunice 
 
 

 

Musings from the Marketplace 
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“With a new 

year 
approaching, 

I, Eunice, 
resolve to 

wait until I'm 
sure I have all 

the facts 
before 

passing a 
story along 
and to ask 

God to remind 
me of that 

everyday or 
every minute 
if necessary! ” 

Apologies to Eunice for inadvertently not including a 

paragraph of her column in the December newsletter. 
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Volunteers Needed. Can you help? 
 

Ongoing Volunteer needs: 
 

 

Organize old records.  Contact Pastor 

Dianne if interested. 
 

 

Sell old VBS kits on line.  Contact Pastor 

Dianne if interested. 
 

Maintain bulletin board s – 1x per month.  

Keep current the bulletin board in the entry 

way and the fellowship hallway.  
 

Contact Pastor Dianne if interested. 
 

Help decorate the church – Seasonal and 

holidays Contact Pastor Dianne if interested. 
 

Call on  visitors and guests – ongoing/as 

needed.  Contact Gloria Sears if interested. 

 

Midland UMC Mission’s  

BIG GIFT 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

Not much more we can say! The 

Missions Committee puts the challenge 

out there and the members of Midland 

step up.  We are getting to our goal of 

$2,000.00 for the Big Gift quickly.  The 

Silent Auction during the Live Nativity 

was a huge success and now that people 

saw what kind of items were auctioned, 

they’re ready to do it next year!  And 

then we were again asked to participate 

in the Wisconsin Heights Giving Tree 

and there were many bags of gifts under 

the tree for that mission project.  We can 

certainly say that midland United 

Methodist Church really knows the 

meaning of Christmas! 
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Welcome Our New Pianist: Julia Tibbits 
I’m excited to share that Midland UMC will have a new pianist beginning January 8th. Her name is Julia Tibbits. She is  
15-years-old and a student at the Middleton-Cross Plains High School. Julia has been taking piano lessons for about 
nine years and is excited to gain experience playing at Midland UMC. She will be playing twice a month for us. I hope 
that we will also hear her play the viola.  
 

This will be Julia’s first opportunity to play regularly for a congregation. I was about Julia’s age when I started playing at 
a church other than the church my family attended. It was a way for me to grow and learn in my ability to play. The 
congregation was patient with me and encouraged me every Sunday that I played. I played at this church for over two 
years until I left for college. This was a wonderful opportunity for me to develop my piano and organ skills, which I  
continue to use today. 
 

When I hear Julia play and in talking with her, I see the same potential and opportunity that I had when I was her age.  
I pray that as a faith community we will be patient with her, encourage her and help her grow in her playing abilities. 
Let’s welcome her warmly, along with her parents, Randy and Tanya Tibbits. 
  Pastor Dianne 
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January Worship  

 

Sun., Jan. 1 
 
We begin the year with a “Covenant Renewal Service.” This is a service designed for people to commit 
themselves to God. A significant part of this service is the Covenant Prayer which helps people examine 
their spiritual lives and come before God. This service will also include lots of great Christmas music. It 
will be a fantastic way to start the New Year! 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, Psalm 8 
 
 
 

Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe  
 

People don’t set out to build their faith on myths. But somehow falsehoods keep showing up in how 
many Christians think about life and God. These beliefs are assumed by millions to be rock-solid truth … 
until life proves they’re not. The sad result is often a spiritual disaster – confusion, feelings of betrayl, 
distrust of Scritpure and loss of faith or anger toward God and the church.  
 
Beginning Jan. 8, 2012, let’s explore some urban legends and Sunday-School myths that might be 
running your faith. We’ll look at 10 widely held myths that are dumb and dangerous. This will be a 
thought-provoking and interesting sermon series. Please invite a friend or family member who might be 
struggling with these concepts to join you in worship.  
 
Sun., Jan. 8   
Theme: 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 
Message: “The Problem with Legends & Thinking Faith Can Fix Anything” 
Scripture: Hebrews 11  
 
Sun., Jan. 15   
Theme: 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 
Message: “Does Forgiving Mean Forgetting & Should Christians Judge?” 
Scripture: 2 Samuel 12:13-14; Colossians 3:13; Matthew 7:1-5, 15-16 
 
Sun., Jan. 22  
Theme: 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 
Message: “Does God Have a Blue Print for Your Life & Can our Conscience Be Our Guide?” 
Scripture: Romans 12:2, Ephesians 5:17-18, 1 Corinthians 4:4-5 
 
Sun., Jan. 29  
Theme: 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe 
Message: “Does Everything Happen for a Reason & What Happens When I Take a Wrong Turn?” 
Scripture: Romans 8:28, 37-39, Exodus 14:1-4 
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 The choir will continue meeting in January on Tues., Jan. 3 and           
*ÁÎȢ ρχȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÓÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÎ 3ÕÎȢȟ *ÁÎȢ ψ ÁÎÄ *ÁÎȢ ςςȢ !ÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ 
enjoys singing ɀ please come and join us!  

    

bŜȄǘ .ƻƻƪ {ǘǳŘȅΥ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ wŀƛƴέ 

This real-life Brady Bunch story is about what it means to endure the 
unthinkable---and still open one's heart to what's next. When two childhood friends die 
of cancer six weeks apart, the shared experience of loss brings their grieving spouses 
together. After months of late-night phone calls, family dinners, and countless dreams 
and tears, this unlikely pair builds a trust, a love, and a shared life. 
Told from alternating points of view, The Color of Rain illuminates the 
stepping-stones of healing that lead to a joyful new beginning for 
Michael and Gina Spehn and their five children. Like many who 
grieve, Michael and Gina had to choose to hope again. Along the way, 
they discovered that God can restore the darkest circumstances---
and even from death, God can bring new life. Michael and Gina's 
gripping story of 'growing new hearts' will inspire readers not only to 
survive loss but also to receive the new courage, faith, and identity 
that God gives in the midst of tragedy. 
Pastor Dianne will offer two sections of this book study on Thurs., Jan. 26 at 3 PM and 
6:30 PM. She will have copies of the book available for $12. The book is also available at 
the library. This is a moving book about how people find hope again after tragedy. And 
sometimes God has great things planned for us even when we are struggling.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Cƻƭƭƻǿ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ƛŀƴƴŜΩǎ .ƭƻƎΗ  
 

During Advent, Pastor Dianne posted a daily blog. She will continue to post about once a week after 
Christmas, often using the theme from Sunday worship.  To view to Pastor Dianne’s blog, please go to: 
https://simplewordsoffaith.wordpress.com/ .  
You can sign-up and have the posting delivered automatically to your e-mail when Pastor Dianne posts 
something.  
 

Help us Put Away Christmas Decorations  

On Sun., Jan. 8th after worship, we’ll take down the Christmas decorations and box them away for another year. 
Please stick around after worship and help. With many hands, we’ll be able to quickly get this project done. And    
as we finish up, we’ll have pizza together!  

 

Choir Rehearsal 

https://simplewordsoffaith.wordpress.com/


LIVE NATIVITY AND CHILI SUPPER  
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